
During Shared Reading

Read the text on the page first, then make comments or ask open-ended questions about the story.
Pause often to give the AAC reader time to think and respond. It's a conversation, not a quiz.
Model slightly beyond the AAC reader's current language level. If they use single words, model two- 

       word phrases. If they use two-word phrases, model three-word phrases, and so on. This helps build 
       their language. If you are new to AAC modeling, start with one-word models and build from there.
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1-WORD MODELS

little family
have baby
dad come
love mom
family time

some people
have child
go home
little baby
children learn

big
baby
dad       mom
family
go
little           love

3-WORD MODELS

all family come
have more people
more family time
you go home

some people come
big family come
family have baby
like family home

you have family
all people come
family go home
all children love

Speak in full sentences and use 1-3 word combinations on the AAC system. Say the 
sentence out loud, then say the target word/words on AAC system. 
Example: They have a big family. Who is in your family?
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2-WORD MODELS
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QUICK
TIPS
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Shared reading is a conversation about the story. Pause on each page to make comments and ask your
AAC reader to share their thoughts. Make connections from the AAC reader's comments to the situation.
In time, your AAC reader will initiate more and you can let them direct the experience - that is the goal! 

When you see... Try modeling...

A family of two

A family growing

A family at home

family| little family| some little family

more| more people| have more people

big l big family| have big family

home| go home l family go home

There is no "right" response. Model a phrase, pause, and notice how your AAC
reader communicates.  Every look, gesture, sound, movement, or symbol selection
is an opportunity for connection and interaction. Find connections between their
communication and the story.

Family together people l all people l all people come
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A bigger family

baby l have family| family have baby
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Read the text on the page first, then make comments or ask open-ended questions about the story.
Pause often to give the AAC reader time to think and respond. It's a conversation, not a quiz.
Model slightly beyond the AAC reader's current language level. If they use single words, model two- 

        word phrases. If they use two-word phrases, model three-word phrases, and so on. This helps build 
        their language. If you are new to AAC modeling, start with one-word models and build from there.
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1-WORD MODELS

help
like
love
make
mom
play

my mother 
pretty mom
help mom 
make food 
pretty paper

kind mom
love mom
play games
like food 
love you

3-WORD MODELS

love my mom 
my mother (is) kind 
she help you
she play games

love my mother 
mom love you 
she make food
my mom help

my mom (is)kind 
she love you 
mom play game
my mother help

Speak in full sentences and use 1-3 word combinations on the AAC system.
Speak the sentence outloud, pausing after you say a target word to then say it with
the AAC device. In this example, the bold words are what you would model on the
AAC device.  Example: What does your mom do? Sometimes mom can help us.
This mom likes to play a game.
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hared reading is a conversation about the story. Pause on each page to make comments and ask your
AAC reader to share their thoughts. Make connections from the AAC reader's comments to the situation.
In time, your AAC reader will initiate more and you can let them direct the experience - that is the goal! 

When you see... Try modeling...

A mother and child together

Playing marbles

Making tortillas

A mother showing care

love | love mom| love my mom

play | play games | she play games

food| make food | she make food

help| mom help| mom help  you

QUICK
TIPS

There is no "right" response. Model a phrase, pause, and notice how your AAC
reader communicates.  Every look, gesture, sound, movement, or symbol selection
is an opportunity for connection and interaction. Find connections between their
communication and the story.

Making paper lanterns  like| pretty paper | like pretty paper
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